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Site Restoration

The Westport Union Landing State Beach (WULSB) property was identified as a
prime location for restoration efforts to help offset environmental impacts from
the Westport Emergency Landslide Repair Project at Blues Beach.

In June 2025, Caltrans in coordination with State Parks removed approximately
4.3 acres and 6,230 linear feet of asphalt and associated structures including
culverts, guardrail and fencing (figures 1,2). In addition, invasive species and
separated asphalt chunks were also removed along the edges of the existing
road grade resulting in approximately 6.42 areas of total restoration area
(Figures 3,4) with the overall goal to restore the natural topography, hydrology,
and native vegetation. Regarding the revegetation effort, native seed
collection has been ongoing locally and will continue through the summer and
fall of 2026, during which time the area will be planted with a combination of
hydroseeding and container plants (Appendix A). Invasive plant removal and
monitoring will be ongoing for a period of 5 years post-construction.

Another key component of site restoration will be construction of a new hike
and bike trail that will be approximately 5,827 feet in length and will extend from
Howard Creek Campground to DeHaven Beach parking lot (Appendix B).

The proposed trail alignment has been informed by several factors.

e To evaluate coastal erosion and potential trail longevity, the USGS Coastall
Storm Modeling System (CoSMoS) was used to predict bluff retreat
scenarios over time (Appendix C).

e The narrow property that is between the State Highway and the Pacific
Oceanis only 134 feet wide in some sections, and some of the wider
areas are further constrained by sensitive natural features, such as
wetlands, leaving minimal availability of land for trail construction.

e Moving the trail too far inland to avoid natural features may restrict views
and result in social trails, which could impact native plants and site
recovery.
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Figure 1. Westport Union Landing State Beach project vicinity map, Mendocino

County.
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Figure 2. Historical highway alignment along the bluff of the Westport Union
Landing State Beach property, removed June 2025.

Figure 3. Bluff adjacent to Abalone Point campground with asphalt removed,
grading completed, and straw fiber rolls for erosion control.
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Figure 4. Orthomosaic drone photo taken in the fall of 2025 showing the
Abalone Point campground with hydroseeding.

Remaining work

Remaining work at WULSB includes trail construction in the spring of 2026 once
the revetment at blues beach is completed (Figure 5,6), followed by
revegetation in the fall and monitoring through 2031 (Table 1).

Table 1. Estimated timeline of start and completion for remaining work at WULSB
and Blues Beach.

Descriptfion of Work Anticipated Date of Completion
Soldier Pile Ground Anchor Walls | October 2025 (Figure 7)
Revetment at Blues Beach March 15, 2026*

Removal of transport road on April 15, 2026

Blues Beach

Construction of the coastal trail | April 15-May 20, 2026

at WULSB

Site restoration and revegetation | Fall/winter of 2026 - 2031

with native plants

*Additional mitigation strategies at Blues Beach are being discussed and at minimum likely include a
revegetation effort along Chadbourne Gulch in the fall of 2026.
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